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PROGRAM COST
Non-refundable  Application Fee: $30  
(must be paid at time of application)

Tuition: $675 (includes room and board, meals  
and limited accident insurance)

This makes the total cost of the program $705.

A P P L IC AT ION  DE A DL INE :  M AY  15,  2 0 19
Applications and credit card payments must be remitted  
through our website at usm.edu/karnes-gifted.

Cash, check or money orders may be mailed or delivered  
to the center in person.

The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies
Physical Location:  J .  B. George Building 133
Mailing Address: 118 College Drive #5123, Hattiesburg, MS 39406

S C HOL A R S HIP  OP P OR T UNI T IE S
There are a limited number of scholarships available for this program. 
Scholarships will be awarded based on demonstrated financial need, 
student achievement and promise, and the availability of funds. We will 
award scholarships until available funds are depleted; therefore, early 
application is advisable. We cannot guarantee that all eligible applicants 
will receive aid. Please be courteous to your school administration 
and recommenders by allowing adequate time for mail delivery. 
NO SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS WILL BE REVIEWED AFTER THE 
APPLICATION DEADLINE.

Students interested in receiving scholarships for this program must 
provide the following:

•     Evidence of financial need

•     Evidence of good standing in school or learning community

•     Names and email addresses of two individuals (teachers, community 
leaders or other non-family members) who are aware of the student’s 
potential for leadership. The Center will contact these individuals 
directly to discuss their recommendations of your child.

•     One of the following:
1.     Essay: “How can I use my gifts and talents to accomplish my 

future goals?” (500-word maximum) OR
2.     Portfolio* showcasing creative ability in arts, drama, dance or 

music. Each entry must be accompanied by an explanation, 
written by the student, relaying how the entry evidences his or 
her ability or need for extra opportunities. 
*Portfolio should contain a minimum of three (not more than 10) items. 
Images should be included in a Word document (or similar software) 
with the student’s explanation next to or below the image. Save all 
images as a .pdf file before uploading to the scholarship application.

T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F 
S O U T H E R N  M I S S I S S I P P I

SUMMER GIF TED  
STUDIES PROGRAM 

2019

2019 PROGRAMS AT A GL ANCE

Programs Day Young 
Gifted Leadership Summer 

Gifted
Academically 

Talented

Dates June 10-14 June 17-22 June 23-28 July 7-26

Grades Served Pre-K - 3 6 - 11  4 - 8 7 - 11

COSTS 
Application:

Tuition: 
Program Total:

$30
$200
$230

$30
$675
$705

$30
$675
$705

$30
$2,700
$2,730

Application 
Deadline May 15, 2019 May 15, 2019 May 15, 2019 June 16, 2019

Notification  
of Acceptance Within one week of receiving a COMPLETED application

Payment 
Deadline June 1, 2019 June 10, 2019 June 15, 2019 July 1, 2019
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together to plunge you into worlds historic and fantastic. From 
the first accidental camera effects of Georges Melies to the 
current works of Industrial Light and Magic, people continue to be 
fascinated by trick photography and special effects. Learn about  
the machines, programs and codes that can enhance your skill as 
a filmmaker.

Moving Ideas: Dance Pioneers
Do you love to dance? Join us for this week-long program 
combining ballet, modern and tap dance classes with a history 
of pioneers who have brought new ideas into the world through 
dance. We will explore how dance impacts society and create our 
own dances that reflect the positive changes we want to bring to 
the world.
Appropriate for those with dance experience, as well as those 
who love to dance but have not had formal training.

6TH – 8TH GRADE S 
From Crime to Consequence Discovery and Debate
Students in this course will explore the various innovations in 
both forensics, and in the legal system itself, as they examine the 
cases that pushed the discovery and discourse around evidence 
forward. Learn about multiple jobs within the legal system and 
how your skills, from mathematics to art, from problem solving 
to debate, can all place you in the center of the fascinating cases 
that change legal history. Can you use your skills to convince the 
jury? Find out this summer!

New Conveyance: Pioneering Innovations in Business
Learn from Ford and Firestone, Jobs and Gates, Edison and 
Einstein, as well as many others. These business moguls and 
innovators provide insight into the process of providing new 
products and developing new relationships, even in challenging 
economic times. Learn to read the pulse of industry and navigate 
the stock market, as you develop your own ideas for innovation. 

On the Offense: Pioneers in Sports
You watch the games on television and play them with your 
friends. You know the stats for every one of your favorite players. 
But do you know where the games came from? Learn about 
Naismith, British Social Clubs, the Knickerbocker leagues, and 
more. Explore the history and the mystery surrounding all of these 
areas while developing your own rules of play.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

Stand on the shoulders of giants this summer. This year’s 

programs focus on the concept of the “Pioneer Spirit,” as we 

celebrate the innovation and inspiration that led us here and 

those that propel us into the future. In honor of the founder 

of the Center for Gifted Studies, Dr. Frances A. Karnes, and 

her pioneering work in the field of gifted education, we have 

compiled a cache of courses that examine and expound upon 

the works of pioneers in a variety of fields. We invite you to 

step up to the challenge and bring your innovative spirit to 

Southern Miss this summer.

The Summer Gifted Studies Program, a one-week residential 

program, is designed for intellectually gifted students 

currently in grades 4-8 with intelligence quotients of 121 or 

above on an individually administered IQ test. (Students must 

have completed 4th grade to enroll.) 

Alternately, students may provide scores at the 91st percentile 

or above on a nationally normed achievement test. The 

program enhances the cognitive abilities of gifted students 

through planned enrichment and acceleration activities. 

Content areas are combined with processing skills to enable 

students to explore a wide variety of topics. 

Students will be housed in dormitories on the Hattiesburg 

campus of The University of Southern Mississippi. 

Instructional activities will be conducted in classrooms and 

laboratories on the campus. Recreational activities and 

cultural events will be included, based upon availability. 

Tuition includes room, board, recreational activities and 

limited accident insurance.

* Grade levels reflect student’s enrollment during the 2018-19 
school year. 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

4 T H  –  6 T H  GR A DE S
Intrepid Engineers: Leading the Way in Design
Gain insight into the engineering process as it applies to a variety 
of fields. Did you know that engineering careers are available for 
individuals skilled in the areas of chemistry, aerospace, biomedics and 
more? Come learn about the ways the elements of design apply in all 
of those areas and learn about the important individuals who created 
new fields for engineering.

Pioneering Society
In this course, students will travel back in time to learn about how our 
Constitution was written, the pioneers behind this document, and 
exactly what it says and means for our country today. Then, they will 
use this knowledge to take a tour around the world, comparing our 
Constitution to other countries (with an exciting special guest!). Finally, 
students will use all of their new knowledge to create and pioneer their 
own constitutions/societies.

STAT! Medical Innovations That Changed History
Discover the fascinating worlds of Fleming and Saulk, Barnard and 
Borel, Miescher, Watson and Crick, Hounsfield and Damadian, and 
many others who changed the world of medicine forever. This course 
will allow you to understand the thought processes behind some of 
the world’s most famous medical inventions. Problem-solve difficult 
medical cases and imagine the possibilities for new technology. 

5 T H  –  7 T H  GR A DE S
Marvel-ous Movie Machines: Pioneering Super  
Special Effects
Ever wonder how Captain Marvel gets her eyes to glow, or how Black 
Panther can hold holograms in his hand or hide a whole city under 
one? Come learn how animators, robotics engineers and AI work 
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